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PITTSBURGH LIFE SCIENCES GREENHOUSE MAINTAINS COMMITMENT TO FOSTER THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF LIFE SCIENCES THROUGHOUT REGION 
PLSG Extends Lease to Office Space for Five Years; Portfolio Companies Reach Milestones  

 
PITTSBURGH, Pa. – July 15, 2015 – Pittsburgh Life Sciences Greenhouse (PLSG), Western 
Pennsylvania’s only pure life sciences investment firm, announced today that it will continue  
its commitment to foster the development of the life sciences category in the region through the 
extension of its office lease on its Southside headquarters for the next five years. PLSG’s 
investments into its portfolio companies, both financially and through its business growth 
programs, have helped its clients reach commercialization goals which have brought more than 
120 patient-centric solutions to the market.   
 
“PLSG is deeply embedded within the region’s life sciences community. We are the pulse of the 
life sciences for the region,” said John W. Manzetti, president and CEO of PLSG. “We facilitate 
rapid translational development for life sciences and biotech companies and provide the right 
resources – both financially and through our category expertise – to help start-up life sciences 
companies commercialize their technologies.”  
 
PLSG portfolio client Treatspace, a referral management platform that will save lives and also 
save medical practices and hospitals billions of dollars, recently announced that they have 
experienced 450 percent customer growth in the last 18 months, were awarded $1 million at 
the Global Action Summit for transformative innovation in healthcare and were also announced 
as a finalist in the BNY Mellon Social Innovation Challenge.  
 
“Most people think we’re an overnight success,” said Rick Cancelliere, Founder and CEO of 
Treatspace. “The truth is that the PLSG is one of the key secrets to our success. Because of their 
leadership and expertise, we were able to launch in Pennsylvania, hire Pennsylvanians, grow in 
Pennsylvania and now use our technology to save lives.”  
 
Cognition Therapeutics (CogRx), a drug discovery and development company focused on 
therapeutics which can prevent, stabilize or reverse the course of Alzheimer's disease and 
related neurodegenerative diseases also announced that Dr. Susan Catalano will chair the 
nanosymposium titled Sigma Receptors, Emerging Roles in Health and Disease Nanosymposium 
to be held during the 45th Annual Society for Neuroscience Meeting in Chicago. CogRx’s clinical 
candidate-stage  program includes a highly brain-penetrant, orally bioavailable small molecule 
sigma-2/PGRMC1 antagonist that displaces aggregated forms of the Abeta protein (oligomers) 
from neurons, prevents synapse loss and stops memory deficits in Alzheimer’s disease models.   
 
Complexa, another PLSG portfolio client, is a University of Pittsburgh affiliated platform anti-
fibrosis and inflammation company that received its first significant funding of any kind from 
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the PLSG in 2011. At that time, the Company was in a pre-clinical animal testing phase of 
development. Today, with more than $25 million in additional funding from in-state and out-of-
state sources, Complexa is conducting human clinical trials in renal and orphan diseases that 
currently have very limited available treatments. “Without the early and continued support of 
the PLSG, Complexa would not be here today,” said President and CEO Josh Tarnoff, also a 
product of the PLSG Executive Program. “Initial funding for biopharmaceutical start-ups is 
usually the most difficult phase of capital to obtain. The PLSG uniquely addresses this need 
within our region and we are very grateful to them.” 
 
“We’re working on many exciting projects and even more ways to successfully grow the life 
sciences segment in our region,” said John W. Manzetti. “And we are building momentum for 
more success in the years to come.”   
 
For more information about Pittsburgh Life Sciences Greenhouse, please visit www.plsg.com or 
call 412-201-7370. 
 
About Pittsburgh Life Sciences Greenhouse (PLSG) (www.plsg.com) 
The PLSG invests in and supports the growth of biosciences companies in Western Pennsylvania. 
PLSG has a track record of excellence when it comes to attracting and growing life sciences 
companies in the region. Since its inception in 2001, PLSG has assisted more than 420 life sciences 
companies and has helped create or retain more than 2,200 jobs and affect another 14,000 jobs in 
Western Pennsylvania. Forty companies have been provided with office or laboratory space and 13 
have been relocated to Pittsburgh from outside of the region. In addition, the PLSG has invested 
directly and indirectly more than $20 million in 76 companies, which has leveraged over $1 billion 
in additional capital to the region.  
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