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PITTSBURGH LIFE SCIENCES GREENHOUSE SUPPORTS LOCAL STEM SUMMER CAMP 
PLSG Partners with Pitt’s Department of Bioengineering to Host Bioengineering Summer Camp  
 
PITTSBURGH, Pa. – July 24, 2015 – Pittsburgh Life Sciences Greenhouse (PLSG), Western 
Pennsylvania’s only pure life sciences investment firm, has partnered with the University of 
Pittsburgh Swanson School of Engineering’s Department of Bioengineering to help address 
deficiencies in youth science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) by sponsoring its 
Bioengineering Summer Camps, which began early in July. 
 
“The Swanson School’s Bioengineering Summer Camp is a stimulating experience for youth 
interested in the STEM field,” said John W. Manzetti, PLSG President and CEO. “We are 
pleased to be able to support a program that works to address the gap in STEM employment 
and believe that the Bioengineering Summer Camp is a tremendous way to further engage 
with youth and pique their interest to pursue a passion in related fields.” 
 
The Bioengineering Summer Camp is a weeklong rolling program that takes place 
throughout of the month of July. The goal of the program is to engage with young minds 
grades 6-12 on the wonders of science and bioengineering. The program is developed 
through an interdisciplinary relationship between the Swanson School’s Department of 
Bioengineering, UPMC and other supporting sponsors like the PLSG. The curriculum 
features regenerative aspects of the natural world and current topics in bioengineering, 
ultimately allowing students to explore how research can be translated into patient-centric 
solutions.  
 
This year, the program aims to make the camp available for low-income students, both in 
under represented groups in STEM programs and careers. To enhance the experience, a 
fourth camp has been added, which will take place at The Citizen Science Lab, Pittsburgh’s 
first community biotechnology laboratory space starting next week. Those who are 
attending next week’s program have received scholarships to attend the camp – 16 total 
students will be attending at The Citizen Science Lab.   
 
“We are very excited to have had more than 88 participants to-date with more than 14 
coming from the Pittsburgh Public Schools – our highest percentage to date,” said Dr. Steven 
Abramowitch, Assistant Professor of Bioengineering and Bioengineering Camp Director. “In 
addition, we are happy to announce that our week of camp for underrepresented students, 
which will be held at the Citizens Science Lab downtown next week, is fully subscribed with 
a number of students on a waitlist in case an additional spot opens up.” 
 
For more information about Pittsburgh Life Sciences Greenhouse, please visit 
www.plsg.com or call 412-201-7370. 
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About Pittsburgh Life Sciences Greenhouse (PLSG) (www.plsg.com) 
The PLSG invests in and supports the growth of biosciences companies in Western 
Pennsylvania. PLSG has a track record of excellence when it comes to attracting and growing 
life sciences companies in the region. Since its inception in 2001, PLSG has assisted more than 
420 life sciences companies and has helped create or retain more than 2,200 jobs and affect 
another 14,000 jobs in Western Pennsylvania. Forty companies have been provided with office 
or laboratory space and 13 have been relocated to Pittsburgh from outside of the region. In 
addition, the PLSG has invested directly and indirectly more than $20 million in 76 companies, 
which has leveraged over $1 billion in additional capital to the region.  
 
About Pitt’s Department of Bioengineering (engineering.pitt.edu/bioengineering) 
Bioengineering is the application of engineering principles to analyze, design, and 
manufacture tools, structures, and processes to solve problems in the life sciences. 
Successful patient-focused and commercialization-oriented collaborations between 
engineers and physicians who traditionally employ differing methodologies are critical to 
the burgeoning field and to regional economic development. Pitt’s Department of 
Bioengineering, established in 1998 as part of the Swanson School of Engineering, is ranked 
as one of the nation’s top bioengineering programs and has received millions of dollars to 
fund translational research for medical technology such as a cardiac-assist device for 
infants; a blood-treatment tool that can free patients from ventilator dependence; and 
materials that help generate bone and soft tissue.  
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